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Although he suffered from lifelong
insomnia, Jerry had never been a
heavy sleeper. In fact, he slept poorly
almost every night—first being
disturbed by strange nightmares, then
finding it nearly impossible to drift off
in the morning. That morning, he
awoke with the feeling that something
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had woken him. He looked around at
his surroundings, but the room was still
as dark as night. All of a sudden, he
saw someone standing at the foot of
the bed. It was a big black guy, about
seven feet tall, with a black leather
trench coat and black boots. He had
long dark hair and a beard, and he
wore a black fedora on his head. Jerry
was almost completely startled when
he saw the man, who was obviously
not in his room. Still, he was not sure
what to do. Was he asleep? Or was he
having a nightmare? Jerry's thoughts
raced as he tried to figure out what to
do. Then he remembered that he and
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Elaine had had a long fight about a
week earlier. He thought it might be
Elaine, but then he remembered that it
wasn’t her. Still, it didn’t look like her,
either. Jerry then decided to call out to
the man, but he didn’t answer. Then he
heard the man laugh. It was a deep,
chilling laugh. Jerry started to laugh as
well. He remembered that Elaine had
told him that she had a nightmare that
somebody was laughing at her. Jerry
was now convinced that it was indeed
a nightmare, and that he was indeed
asleep. He decided that he would
pretend to be awake and see what
would happen. The man didn’t seem to
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notice Jerry and Jerry started to feel
more awake. The man started walking
toward the center of the room. Jerry
watched in silent fright, unsure what to
do. Then he suddenly felt a surge of
energy, like a strong burst of
adrenaline. He realized that he was
being choked. He realized that the man
was tying a chain around his neck.
Jerry realized that he was going to
suffocate. 2d92ce491b
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