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one of the most important aspects of the gothic novel is the concept of identity. do we remain the same person? how can we
know what we are? how are we defined by our appearance? the gothic novel is particularly adept at exploring these

questions, because the gothic is often concerned with the insecurity of identity, but it can also be a tale of an individual who
overcomes or changes his or her circumstances to achieve a higher level of identity. a gothic novel will often explore how an

individual's identity is bound up with that of society-are we defined by how we are seen by others, or by our self-image? in the
case of the three brothers, the main character is unable to achieve a positive self-image, but is able to change, to become
what he thinks he should be. the description of arnaud's character is from the novel's second of three parts; the first part

describes the family history and arnauds descent from an illegitimate branch of the old noble family, while the third part tells
of the transformation of the lost and flawed arnaud and ends with his death. perhaps because he the three brothers is written
in the first person, it is very difficult to discover arnauds point of view. while this does create a sense of tension in the novel, it
also complicates the meaning of the novel because the reader cannot be sure who is the author. but, since arnaud is a fairly

distant and hardly noticeable character, the reader is more concerned with the other characters. a few obvious characters are
mademoiselle de guiche, the betrothed of arnaud, who is in love with his half-brother, henri; the storyteller of the second part,
the storyteller who narrates the second part of the novel; and the people in the village, where arnaud is exiled. in addition to
these characters, the reader must consider the character of arnaud. who is arnaud? he is the illegitimate child of the marquis
de villefort, the illegitimate son of the marquis of fronsac, the illegitimate son of the comte de saint-maire, the illegitimate son

of the marquis de montauran, and the illegitimate son of the marquis de montauran.
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one of the most important aspects of the
gothic novel is the concept of identity. do
we remain the same person? how can we
know what we are? how are we defined by

our appearance? the gothic novel is
particularly adept at exploring these

questions, because the gothic is often
concerned with the insecurity of identity,
but it can also be a tale of an individual
who overcomes or changes his or her

circumstances to achieve a higher level of
identity. a gothic novel will often explore
how an individual's identity is bound up

with that of society-are we defined by how
we are seen by others, or by our self-

image? in the case of the three brothers,
the main character is unable to achieve a
positive self-image, but is able to change,
to become what he thinks he should be.
the description of arnaud's character is

from the novel's second of three parts; the
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first part describes the family history and
arnauds descent from an illegitimate

branch of the old noble family, while the
third part tells of the transformation of the
lost and flawed arnaud and ends with his

death. perhaps because he the three
brothers is written in the first person, it is
very difficult to discover arnauds point of

view. while this does create a sense of
tension in the novel, it also complicates the
meaning of the novel because the reader

cannot be sure who is the author. but,
since arnaud is a fairly distant and hardly
noticeable character, the reader is more

concerned with the other characters. a few
obvious characters are mademoiselle de

guiche, the betrothed of arnaud, who is in
love with his half-brother, henri; the
storyteller of the second part, the

storyteller who narrates the second part of
the novel; and the people in the village,

where arnaud is exiled. in addition to these
characters, the reader must consider the
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character of arnaud. who is arnaud? he is
the illegitimate child of the marquis de

villefort, the illegitimate son of the marquis
of fronsac, the illegitimate son of the comte
de saint-maire, the illegitimate son of the

marquis de montauran, and the illegitimate
son of the marquis de montauran.
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